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© A control device (1) for an automated transmission (2) of an industrial vehicle, comprising a selection lever 
(9) having four positions (U, EU, D, ED) provided with a push-button (F) and a control unit (10) adapted to 
generate control signals (12) for a valve unit (8) of an actuator unit (6) of the change (5); the control unit (10), 
during driving, is adapted to control the engagement of the first or the second gear above or below the gear 
currently engaged in response to input signals corresponding to the actuation of the lever (9) into one of the four 
positions (U, EU, D, ED) and the engagement of the highest or lowest gear compatible with a normal range of 
operation of the engine, or the lowest gear compatible with the mechanical integrity of the engine and the 
transmission (2), in response to signals corresponding to the combined actuation of the lever (9) and the push- 
button (F) or from a neutral condition of the change (5). 
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The present invention relates to a control device for an automated transmission of an industrial vehicle 
and in particular for a gear change. 

Gear changes with a high number of gears, for instance twelve or sixteen forward gears and two or 
more reverse gears, are used in industrial vehicles. Manual actuation by a conventional selection lever is 

5 therefore an awkward operation which may require a substantial physical effort on the part of drivers and 
may in some case distract their attention from the road. Moreover, drivers must be very experienced for the 
optimum selection of the gear to be engaged and must take account of the operating situation of the vehicle 
and the rotational speed limits within which the engine has to operate so as not to be in the conditions 
known as "stalling" or "over-revolution", well known to Persons skilled in the art. 

w These problems have been only partially resolved in automated changes, in which the engagement of 
the gears is carried out by means of fluid actuators controlled by a central electronic unit in response to 
input signals generated by a manual selection device; this device generally comprises a lever which may 
be displaced along a plane from a central rest position into two opposite actuation positions corresponding 
to the engagement of the upper or lower gear with respect to the gear currently engaged. 

15 Means are also frequently provided for the rapid engagement of a gear which is not adjacent to the 
gear currently engaged; these means typically consist in push-buttons and/or levers associated with the 
lever handle. 

As an alternative, levers provided with four control positions (in opposing pairs with respect to the rest 
position) have also been proposed as well as levers provided with processing systems adapted to count 

20 and total the number of actuations carried out consecutively in one of the two directions within a 
predetermined time, and subsequently to carry out the engagement of the gear corresponding to the 
number of the current gear increased or decreased by the number of these actuations. 

Control devices of the type described briefly above undoubtedly make gear selection easier with 
respect to conventional levers; however, these devices make it necessary for the driver to carry out 

25 operations which are not very intuitive and are very remote from the operating practices to which the driver 
is accustomed. This situation has many adverse consequences. In use, drivers must channel an excessive 
mental effort into the gear change operation which may distract their attention from the road; moreover, it is 
relatively simple to carry out incorrect manoeuvres or accidental actuations, particularly in emergency 
situations, with the evident risks which this entails. The training which drivers must receive in order to learn 

30 the various actuating sequences and to be able to use them with dexterity is relatively long term. 

All these factors have up to now caused some resistance to the dissemination on the market of the 
above-mentioned devices. 

The object of the present invention is to provide a control device for an automated transmission of an 
industrial vehicle, which is free from the drawbacks connected with the known devices mentioned above. 
35 This object is achieved by the present invention which relates to a control device for an automated 
transmission of a vehicle comprising a gear change provided with fluid actuator means adapted to control 
the engagement and disengagement of the gears, which device comprises: 

- valve means for controlling the actuator means, 

- a microprocessor control unit adapted to generate control signals, at least for the valve means, in 
40 response to input signals, 

- a selection lever adapted to be actuated manually by the driver, which lever moves along a plane and 
is adapted to be disposed in four different control positions from a central rest position, a first and a 
second position being disposed on one side with respect to the rest position and a third and a fourth 
position being disposed on an opposite side with respect to the rest position, the second and fourth 

45 position being situated at a greater distance from the rest position than the first and the third position, 

- first sensor means associated with the change and adapted to supply first input signals representing 
the gear engaged to the control unit, 

- second sensor means connected to the control unit and adapted to supply thereto a second input 
signal indicating the speed of the vehicle, 

so this lever being provided with switch means adapted to supply to the control unit third input signals in 
response to the manual displacement of the lever into one of the control positions, the lever further 
comprising at least one push-button which may be actuated manually in combination with the lever and is 
adapted to supply to the control unit a fourth input signal, characterised in that the control unit comprises 
means for generating, in the presence of a first input signal indicating the engagement of a forward 

55 gear, a second input signal indicating a vehicle speed greater than a predetermined threshold value and a 
fourth input signal indicating the absence of actuation of the push-button, a control signal for the 
engagement of the first upper gear, the second upper gear, the first lower gear and the second lower gear 
respectively, in response to a third input signal corresponding to the manual displacement of the lever into 
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the first, second, third or fourth position respectively, and 

means for generating, in the presence of a first input signal indicating the engagement of a forward 
gear, a second input signal indicating a vehicle speed greater than this predetermined threshold value and a 
fourth input signal indicating the actuation of the push-button, a control signal for the engagement of the 
5 highest gear compatible with a normal range of operation of the engine in response to a third input signal 
corresponding to the manual displacement of the lever into the first or second position, a control signal for 
the engagement of the lowest gear compatible with this normal range of operation of the engine in response 
to a third input signal corresponding to the manual displacement of the lever into the third position, and a 
control signal for the engagement of the lowest gear compatible with the mechanical strength of the engine 
w and the transmission in response to a third input signal corresponding to the manual displacement of the 
lever into the fourth position. 

The invention is set out in further detail in the following description of a preferred embodiment thereof, 
given by way of nonlimiting example and made with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 
Fig. 1 is a diagram illustrating a control device of an automated transmission produced in accordance 
75 with the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a lateral elevation of a selection lever of the device of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a front elevation of the lever of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a logic block diagram showing the operations carried out by a control unit of the device of Fig. 
1; 

20 Fig. 5 is a logic block diagram showing in detail the operations carried out in a block of the diagram of 
Fig. 4. 

In Fig. 1, a control device of an automated transmission 2 of an industrial vehicle is shown overall by 1. 
The transmission 2 comprises a clutch 3 controlled by a respective hydraulic actuator 4 for its 
engagement and disengagement and a gear change 5 provided with a hydraulic or pneumatic actuator unit 
25 6, adapted to carry out the engagement and disengagement of the various gears. The change 5 is adapted 
to define, for instance, sixteen forward gears and two reverse gears. 

The device 1 substantially comprises a proportional response electrovalve 7 for the control of the 
actuator 4 of the clutch 3, a valve unit 8 for the control of the actuator unit 6 of the change, a selection lever 
9 adapted to be housed in a driving cabin of the vehicle and to be actuated manually by the driver, and a 
30 microprocessor control unit 10 adapted to generate control signals 11, 12 for the electrovalve 7 and the 
valve unit 8 respectively in response to input signals as described below. 

In particular, the control unit 10 is connected to a position transducer 13 associated with the actuator 4 
of the clutch 3 and adapted to supply to the unit 10 a signal 14 indicating the stroke of the clutch, a plurality 
of sensors 15 associated with the moving components of the actuator unit 6 and adapted to supply to the 
35 unit 10 a plurality of signals 16 representing the gear engaged, and selection means associated with the 
selection lever 9 and adapted to supply to the unit 10 signals 18a, 18b, 18c, 18d representing the manual 
actuations carried out on the lever. 

The selection lever 9 (Figs. 2 and 3) moves along a plane a longitudinal with respect to the vehicle and 
may be moved from a central rest position, shown in Fig. 2 by 0, into four different control positions. Two of 
40 these positions are displaced, with respect to the position 0, in the direction of forward movement of the 
vehicle and are conventionally indicated, in the order defined by their increasing displacement from the 
position 0, by U ("up") and EU ("extra-up"). The two remaining control positions are displaced, with respect 
to the position 0, in the direction opposite that of forward movement of the vehicle and are conventionally 
indicated, in the order defined by their increasing displacement from the position 0, by D ("down") and ED 
45 ("extra-down"). 

The lever 9 comprises a stem 19 hinged on a base 20 adapted to be secured to the vehicle, and a 
handle 21 placed at the free end of the stem 19. The above-mentioned selection means comprise a plurality 
of switches 22 of conventional type, not shown in detail, housed in the base 20 and adapted to be switched 
by the lever 9 (and therefore to supply corresponding signals 18a to the unit 10) when the lever is displaced 

50 into each of the control positions (U, EU, D, ED) described above. These selection means further comprise 
two push-buttons disposed on the sides of the handle 21, shown respectively by the letters F and N, and a 
collar R coaxial with the stem 19 and moving thereon between a lower rest position, maintained by resilient 
means (not shown), and an upper actuation position. The push-buttons F and N and the collar R actuate 
respective switches (not shown) connected to the control unit 10; these switches are adapted to supply to 

55 the control unit 10 respective signals 18b, 18c, 18d whose state is switched when the corresponding push- 
button or collar is actuated. 

The control unit 10 further receives an input signal 23 proportional to the speed of the vehicle from 
sensor means 24 of known type, formed for instance by an angular velocity sensor of the output shaft of the 
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gear change 5. 

The operation of the control device 1 is described below with reference to the block diagrams of Figs. 4 
and 5 which show the sequence of operations carried out cyclically by the control unit 10, as regards the 
actuations relating to the change 5. The control of the clutch 3 is of a conventional type and is not therefore 
5 described in detail. 

For the purposes of simplicity and brevity, in cases in which the control unit carries out an operation in 
response to an input signal depending on a manual actuation, verification of the state or value of this signal 
has been replaced in the legend of the block diagrams by an indication of the relative actuation and will be 
described as such below. For instance, in the case in which the unit 10 verifies whether the signal 18a, 

w corresponding to the actuation of the lever 9 into one of the control positions, is active, it is simply stated 
that the unit 10 verifies whether the lever has been brought into this position; it is evident, however, that 
verification is carried out on the signal. Similarly, in cases in which the unit 10 generates a signal adapted to 
control an actuator in order to carry out a certain manoeuvre, the result of the manoeuvre is indicated in the 
block diagram (for instance the engagement of a particular gear) in place of the actuation of the 

75 corresponding signal. 

With reference to the diagram of Fig. 4, a block 25 of commencement of the cycle leads to a block 26 
in which the unit 10 verifies whether the push-button N of the lever 9 has been depressed. If so, this leads 
to a block 27 in which the selection of neutral in the change 5 is controlled. This then leads to a block 28 
which waits for the disengagement of the gear to be carried out and, if so, the end of the cycle is reached. 

20 If, however, the push-button N has not been pressed, the block 26 leads to a block 29 in which the unit 
10 verifies whether the speed of the vehicle is lower than a very low predetermined threshold value (for 
instance 2 km/h), i.e whether the vehicle is substantially stationary. 

If so, this leads to a block 30 for the performance of the starting manoeuvres, whose sequence of 
operations is shown in detail in the diagram of Fig. 5. 

25 If not, i.e. when the vehicle is in movement, transition takes place to a block 31 in which a counter k is 
set to 0, the purpose of this counter being explained below. The block 31 leads to a block 32 in which the 
unit 10 verifies whether the lever has been disposed in the position U. If so, this leads to a block 33 which 
verifies whether the value of the counter k is equal to a predetermined maximum value k max ; if not, a 
subsequent block 34 increases the value of the counter k by one unit and transition takes place back to the 

30 block 32. When the value of the counter k reaches k max , i.e. when the lever 9 has been maintained in the 
position U for a predetermined time, transition takes place to a successive block 35. In practice, the blocks 
32, 33, 34 define, overall, a waiting block 41 needed to discover whether the lever 9 has been voluntarily 
brought into the position U or whether this position has been reached only transitionally, for a very short 
period, while the lever is being displaced to the position EU. In this latter case, the control U therefore has 

35 to be ignored by the unit 10. 

The block 35 verifies whether the push-button F has been depressed; if not, the block 35 leads to a 
block 38 in which the unit 10 verifies whether the change is in the neutral condition. If the change is not in 
neutral but a forward gear (r) is engaged, transition takes place to a block 39 where it is verified whether the 
gear (r + 1) above that currently engaged is admissible, i.e. whether, taking account of the angular speed of 

40 the vehicle, this new gear would lead to an engine speed greater than the minimum speed admissible to 
prevent stalling; if the new gear is not admissible, the request is ignored and the end of the cycle is 
reached. If this gear is admissible, however, transition takes place to a block 40 which controls its 
engagement and then to a block 43 which, on the basis of the value of the signals 16, verifies whether the 
gear has been engaged. If so, the end of the cycle is reached; if not, transition takes place upstream to the 

45 block 43 which therefore constitutes a waiting block verifying that engagement of the preselected gear has 
taken place. 

The block 35, if the push-button F has been depressed, and the block 38, if the neutral condition has 
been detected, lead to a block 36 which calculates, on the basis of the signal 23 and the transmission ratios 
of the various gears, the highest possible gear r cmax (i-©- which determines a speed of rotation of the engine 
so corresponding to the maximum torque condition which may be supplied without causing the engine to stall); 
this then leads to a block 37 in which its engagement is controlled, and finally to a waiting and verification 
of engagement block 43. 

If the lever 9 has not been brought into the position U (or has not been maintained there for a sufficient 
time) the block 32 leads to a block 44 which verifies whether the lever has been brought into the position 
55 EU. 

In the presence of the control EU, transition takes place to a block 45 which verifies whether the push- 
button F has been depressed; if so, transition takes place to the block 46 and processing continues as 
described above; if not, transition takes place to a block 46 which verifies whether the change is in the 
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neutral condition. If so, transition again takes place to the block 36; if, however, the change is not in neutral 
but a forward gear is engaged, transition takes place to a block 47 which verifies whether the second gear 
above the gear currently engaged is admissible (in the direction specified above). If this new gear is 
admissible, transition takes place to a block 48 which controls its engagement and finally to the waiting and 

5 verification of engagement block 43. If the requested gear is not admissible, however, transition takes place 
to the block 39 described above. 

If the lever has not been brought into the position EU, the block 44 leads to a block 50 in which the unit 
10 verifies whether the lever has been brought into the position D. If so, transition takes place to a block 54 
which verifies whether the value of the counter k is equal to a maximum predetermined value k max ; if not, a 

w subsequent block 55 increases the value of the counter k by one unit and returns to the block 50. When the 
value of the counter k reaches k ma x, i.e. when the lever 9 has been maintained in the position D for a 
predetermined time, transition takes place to a subsequent block 56. In practice, the blocks 50, 54, 55 
define, overall, a waiting block 59 (similar to the block 41) adapted to discover whether the lever 9 has been 
voluntarily brought into the position D or whether this position has been reached only transitionally, for a 

75 very short period, while the lever is being moved into the position ED. In this latter case the control D must 
therefore be ignored by the unit 10. 

The block 56 verifies whether the push-button F has been depressed. If so, transition takes place to a 
block 57 which calculates, on the basis of the signal 23 and the transmission ratios of the various gears, the 
gear r n ( max1 ) which corresponds to a speed of rotation of the engine [n(max1)] close to the angular speed of 

20 supply of maximum power [n(Pmax)], for instance between 70 and 90 n(Pmax), and then to a block 58 in 
which engagement is controlled. 

This then leads to a waiting block 43 verifying the engagement of the new gear. 

If the push-button F has not been depressed, the block 56 leads to a block 60 in which the unit 10 
verifies whether the gear change is in the neutral condition. If so, transition takes place to the block 57 and 

25 processing continues as described above; if the change is not in neutral, but a forward gear is engaged, 
transition takes place to a block 64 which verifies whether the gear below that currently engaged is 
admissible, i.e. whether,' taking account of the vehicle speed, this new gear would lead to an engine speed 
lower than a predetermined limit, for instance n(max1), in order to prevent the engine from over-rotating; if 
the new gear is not admissible, the request is ignored and the end of the cycle is reached. If, however, this 

30 new gear is admissible, transition takes place to a block 65 which controls its engagement and then to the 
waiting block 43 verifying that engagement has taken place. 

If the lever 9 is not brought into the position D, or is not maintained there for a sufficient time, the block 
50 leads to a block 67 which verifies whether the lever has been brought into the position ED. 

If so, transition takes place to a block 68 which verifies whether the push-button F has been depressed. 

35 If not, transition takes place to a block 69 which verifies whether the change is in the neutral condition. If 
there is a further negative response, i.e. if a forward gear is engaged, transition takes place to a block 70 
which verifies whether the second gear below the gear currently engaged is admissible (in the direction 
specified above, with reference to the threshold values n(max1)). 

If this new gear is admissible, transition takes place to a block 71 which controls its engagement, then 

40 to the waiting block 43 verifying engagement. If the gear requested is not admissible, however, transition 
takes place to the block 64 described above in which the admissibility of a unit ascent is evaluated. 

The block 68, if the push-button F has been depressed, and the block 69, if the neutral condition has 
been detected, lead to a block 73 which calculates, on the basis of the speed of the vehicle and the 
transmission ratios of the gear change, the gear which would correspond to an angular speed value of the 

45 engine close to the mechanical strength limit of the engine and the clutch, which may therefore be obtained 
only in exceptional cases of absolute emergency. This value may for instance be n(max2) = 115% n- 
(Pmax). 

Transition then takes place to a block 74 which controls the engagement of this gear and then to the 
waiting block 43 verifying that engagement has taken place. 
50 Following analysis of the operations carried out by the unit 10 when the vehicle is in movement (v > v Q ), 
we shall now examine operation during starting manoeuvres (v < v Q ), in which case the block 29 leads to 
the block 30 whose various functions are described in detail with reference to Fig. 5. 

The operations linked to the verification of the manual actuation of the lever 9 are completely identical 
to those described above and are therefore described very briefly; reference should be made to the 
55 equivalent blocks of Fig. 4 for a more detailed description. 

Transition takes place in the first instance to a zero-setting block 76 of a counter, identical to the block 
31, and then to a block 77 equivalent to the block 32, which verifies whether the lever has been brought into 
the position U and has been maintained there for a sufficient time for acceptance of the control. If not, 
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transition takes place to a subsequent block 78 (identical to the block 44) which verifies whether the lever 
has been brought into the position EU. 

If this actuation has not taken place, transition takes place to a subsequent block 79 (corresponding to 
the block 59) which verifies whether the lever 9 has been brought into the position D for a sufficient time. If 
5 not, transition takes place to a block 80 which detects any actuation of the lever into the position ED. If 
actuation is again absent, the end of the cycle is reached. 

In the presence of a control U, the block 77 leads to a block 84 which verifies whether a forward gear is 
engaged. If not, i.e. in the case in which the gear change is in neutral or a reverse gear is engaged, 
transition takes place to a block 85 which controls the engagement of the first forward gear and then to a 
w block 86, equivalent to a block 43, which waits and verifies that the gear selected has been engaged. 

If, however, a forward gear is engaged, the block 84 leads to a block 87 which verifies whether the gear 
engaged is lower than or equal to the gear immediately below the highest gear with which the vehicle may 
be started in the absence of a load (indicated below by the term "highest starting gear"). In the case 
illustrated, bearing in mind that starting may be carried out with one of the gears between 1 and 7 
15 (inclusive), the block 87 verifies whether the number of the gear engaged is lower than or equal to 6. 

If so, transition takes place to a block 88 which controls the engagement of the gear immediately above 
the gear engaged; on the basis of the above, the new gear is at most the seventh and therefore such as to 
allow starting in the presence of appropriate load conditions. Transition takes place finally to the block 86. 

If not, the block 87 leads to a block 89 which verifies whether the gear engaged is the maximum gear 
20 for carrying out starting (in this specific case the seventh gear); if so, no further operation is carried out and 
the end of the cycle is reached; if not, i.e. if the gear engaged is incompatible with a starting manoeuvre (in 
this specific case the eighth or a higher gear), transition takes place to a block 90 which controls the 
engagement of the highest starting gear (in this specific case the seventh), and then to the waiting block 86 
verifying engagement. 

25 In the presence of a control EU, the block 78 leads to a block 94 which verifies whether a forward gear 
is engaged. If not, i.e. in the presence of a reverse gear or neutral, transition takes place to a block 95 
which verifies whether the push-button F has been depressed. If not, transition takes place to a block 96 
which controls the engagement of an intermediate starting gear, for instance the fourth, and then to the 
block 86. If so, transition takes place to a block 97 which controls the engagement of the highest possible 

30 starting gear, in this case the seventh. 

If, however, the gear previously engaged is a forward gear the block 94 leads to a block 98 which 
verifies whether the number of this gear is at most equal to that of the highest starting gear decreased by 
two units (in the example, if the gear engaged is at most the fifth). If so, transition takes place to a block 99 
which controls the engagement of the forward gear whose number is equal to that of the gear currently 

35 engaged increased by two units, and finally to the block 86. If not, transition takes place to a block 100 
which verifies whether the gear currently engaged is the maximum starting gear (in the example, the 
seventh); if so, no further operation is carried out and the end of the cycle is reached; if not, transition takes 
place to a block 104 which controls the engagement of the maximum starting gear, and finally to the block 
86. 

40 In the presence of a control D, the block 79 leads to a block 105 which verifies whether the collar R has 
been actuated; if so, transition takes place to a block 106 which controls the engagement of the "low" or 
"reduced" reverse gear (shown in the Figure by RL, i.e. "LOW" reverse gear) and then to the block 86. If 
not, transition takes place to a block 107 which verifies whether the gear currently engaged is the second 
forward gear or above; if not, i.e. in the case in which the change is in the first forward gear, in neutral or in 

45 a reverse gear, the control D is ignored and the end of the cycle is reached directly. If so, transition takes 
place to a block 115 which verifies whether the current gear is lower than or equal to the gear immediately 
above the highest starting gear, in this specific case the eighth gear. If so, transition takes place to a block 
108 which controls the engagement of the forward gear immediately below the current gear and then to the 
block 86; if not, transition takes place to a block 116 which controls the engagement of the highest starting 

50 gear (the seventh) and finally to the block 86. 

In the presence of a control ED, the block 80 leads to a block 109 which verifies whether the collar R 
has been actuated; if so, transition takes place to a block 110 which controls the engagement of the high 
reverse gear (shown in the Figure by RH, i.e. "HIGH" reverse gear), and then to the block 86. If not, 
transition takes place to a block 1 1 1 which verifies whether the gear currently engaged is the third forward 

55 gear or above; if so, transition takes place to a block 117 which verifies whether the gear engaged is lower 
than or equal to the second gear above the highest starting gear (in this case the ninth). If this is so, 
transition takes place to a block 112 which controls the engagement of the gear whose number is equivalent 
to that of the current gear decreased by two units, and then to the block 86; if not, transition takes place to 
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a block 118 which controls the engagement of the highest starting gear and then to the block 86. 

If the gear engaged is lower than the third, the block 111 leads to a block 113 which verifies whether 
the current gear is the second forward gear; if so, transition takes place to a block 114 which controls the 
engagement of the first forward gear and then to the block 86; if not, the ED request is ignored and the end 
5 of the cycle is reached. 

In operating terms, the operation of the control device 1 may be summarised as follows. 

In driving conditions, when the lever is brought into the position U, the unit 10 controls the engagement 
of the gear above that currently engaged, or ignores this control if this gear is not admissible; if the control 
U takes place from the neutral condition, or if the push-button F is simultaneously depressed, the 
w engagement of the highest admissible gear is controlled. 

If, again in driving conditions, the driver brings the lever into the position EU, the second gear above the 
current gear is engaged, if admissible, or the gear immediately above, if admissible; if the control is 
actuated from a neutral condition, or the push-button F is simultaneously depressed, the highest admissible 
gear is engaged. 

75 When the lever is brought into the position D, in normal driving conditions, the unit 10 controls the 
engagement of the gear below the gear currently engaged, or ignores the control if this gear is not 
admissible; if, however, the control D takes place from the neutral condition, or if the push-button F is 
simultaneously depressed, the engagement of the lowest admissible gear is controlled, i.e. the gear 
compatible with a maximum limit of the range of speed of rotation under normal conditions. If the effect of 

20 the control D is compared with that of the control U, it can be seen that while the latter produces a unit gear 
change in an upward direction, or the engagement of the highest possible gear from neutral or using the 
push-button F, the control D produces a unit downward movement or, from neutral or in combination with 
the push-button F, the engagement of the lowest admissible gear. Operation is consequently completely 
"symmetrical" and intuitive. 

25 When, in driving conditions, the driver brings the lever into the position EU, the second gear below the 
current gear is engaged, if this is admissible in relation to the range of normal operation of the engine, or 
the gear immediately above, if admissible; if the control is actuated from a neutral condition, or the push- 
button F is simultaneously pressed, this situation being identified with an emergency condition, the lowest 
gear compatible with the mechanical integrity of the engine and/or the clutch is engaged. 

30 In practice, when the vehicle is in movement the driver has only to bring the lever into the position U or 
EU to obtain a single or double upward gear change, and into the position D or ED to obtain a single or 
double downward gear change. If the change, for any reason, is in the neutral position, it is enough to select 
the position U or EU to obtain acceleration in maximum torque conditions (economic or slow driving) or the 
position D to obtain acceleration in maximum power conditions (rapid driving); the same options may also 

35 be selected from any gear, by pressing the push-button F simultaneously with the actuation of the lever. 
The control ED, both from neutral and from an engaged gear, identifies, as mentioned above, an emergency 
condition and gives rise to the maximum possible downward movement compatible with the mechanical 
integrity of the motor power unit. 

When the vehicle is substantially stationary (v < v 0 ), the actuation of the lever 9 produces, in brief, the 

40 following effects. 

In the position U, the first forward gear is engaged from a reverse gear or from neutral, while the gear 
immediately above the current gear is engaged from a forward gear if this new gear may allow starting; in 
the opposite case, the highest starting gear is engaged. 

In the position EU, an intermediate starting gear (for instance the fourth) or the highest starting gear (for 
45 instance the seventh) if the push-button F is pressed, is engaged from a reverse gear or from neutral. From 
a forward gear, the second gear above the current gear is engaged if compatible with starting, or the 
highest starting gear in all other cases. 

When the lever is moved into the position D and the collar R is simultaneously raised, the "low" reverse 
gear is engaged from any ratio currently engaged. If the collar R is not actuated, the control D causes a unit 
50 downward change if this leads to a gear adapted to starting, and if not it is ignored. 

When the lever is moved into the position ED, and the collar R is simultaneously raised, the "high" 
reverse gear is engaged from any ratio currently engaged. If the collar R is not actuated, the control D 
causes a double downward change if this leads to a gear appropriate for starting, or a single change from 
the second gear, and is ignored in other cases. 
55 In practice, for starting in a forward gear (from neutral or from a reverse gear), the driver may select 
whether to start with the first gear (control U), an intermediate gear (control EU) or the highest gear (control 
EU with the function push-button); if a forward gear is already engaged, the operating logic is completely 
identical to that during driving, the controls U and EU corresponding respectively to a single and double 
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upward gear change, while the controls D and ED correspond to a single and double downward gear 
change. 

The engagement of the low or high reverse gear always requires, for safety reasons, the simultaneous 
actuation of the lever into the position D or ED and the collar R. 
5 The actuations described above are summarised in Table 1 attached to the present description. 

The advantages of the control device 1 of the present invention are evident from an examination of its 
characteristic features. 

In particular, when the vehicle is in movement, the manual controls for gear changes are simple and 
intuitive, and the driver may therefore carry them out in an instinctive manner without effort and with no 
w distraction from the road; the control device makes it possible to carry out single or multiple gear changes 
with the possibility of automatically identifying the gear to be engaged as a function of the driving technique 
(economic or rapid). 

Moreover, the controls are designed to prevent the erroneous or accidental engagement of gears 
incompatible with the correct operation or mechanical integrity of the motor power unit or which are likely to 
75 place driving safety at risk. 

The simplicity of the manual selection operations and the presence of automatic controls which ignore 
"incorrect" or dangerous commands allow correct and safe driving and rapid training of the driver. 

It is also clear that modifications and variants may be made to the control device without departing from 
the scope of protection of the current invention. 
20 In particular, the definitions of the parameters n(max1) and n(max2) may be varied and the starting 
gears which may be obtained with the control EU may be modified. 
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40 Claims 

1. A control device (1) for an automated transmission (2) of a vehicle comprising a gear change (5) 
provided with fluid actuator means (6) adapted to control the engagement and disengagement of the 
gears, this device (1) comprising: 
45 - valve means (8) for controlling the actuator means, 

- a microprocessor control unit (10) adapted to generate control signals (12), at least for the valve 
means (8), in response to input signals (18a, 18b, 18c, 18d), 

- a selection lever (9) adapted to be actuated manually by the driver, this lever moving along a 
plane and adapted to be disposed in four different control positions (U, E, D, ED) from a central 

50 rest position (0), a first and a second position (U, EU) being disposed on one side with respect to 

the rest position (0) and a third and a fourth position (D, ED) being disposed on an opposite side 
with respect to the rest position (0), the second (EU) and fourth (ED) positions being situated at a 
greater distance from the rest position (0) than the first (U) and the third (D) positions, 

- first sensor means (15) associated with the change (5) and adapted to supply to the control unit 
55 (10) first input signals (16) representing the gear engaged, 

- second sensor means (24) connected to the control unit and adapted to supply thereto a second 
input signal (23) indicating the speed of the vehicle, 

this lever (9) being provided with switch means (22) adapted to supply to the control unit (10) third 
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input signals (18a) in response to the manual displacement of the lever (9) into one of the control 
positions (U, EU, D, ED), this lever (9) further comprising at least one push-button (F) which may be 
actuated manually in combination with the lever (9) and which is adapted to supply to the control unit a 
fourth input signal (18b), 

5 characterized in that the control unit (10) comprises 

means (40, 48, 65, 71) for generating, in the presence of a first input signal (16) indicating the 
engagement of a forward gear, a second input signal (23) indicating a vehicle speed greater than a 
predetermined threshold value (v 0 ) and a fourth input signal (18b) indicating the absence of actuation of 
the push-button (F), a control signal (12) for the engagement of the first upper gear, the second upper 

w gear, the first lower gear and the second lower gear respectively, in response to a third input signal 
(18a) corresponding to the manual displacement of the lever (9) into the first (U), second (EU), third (D) 
or fourth (ED) position respectively, and 

means (37, 58, 74) for generating, in the presence of a first input signal (16) indicating the 
engagement of a forward gear, a second input signal (23) indicating a vehicle speed greater than this 

15 predetermined threshold value and a fourth input signal (18b) indicating the actuation of the push- 

button, a control signal (12) for the engagement of the highest gear compatible with a range of normal 
operation of the engine in response to a third input signal (18a) corresponding to the manual 
displacement of the lever (9) into the first (U) or second position (EU), a control signal (12) for the 
engagement of the lowest gear compatible with this normal range of operation of the engine in 

20 response to a third input signal (18a) corresponding to the manual displacement of the lever (9) into the 
third position (D), and a control signal (12) for the engagement of the lowest gear compatible with the 
mechanical strength of the engine and the transmission (2) in response to a third input signal (18a) 
corresponding to the manual displacement of the lever (9) into the fourth position (ED). 

25 2. A device as claimed in claim 1, characterised in that the lever (9) comprises auxiliary selection means 
(R) which may be actuated in combination with the lever (9) and are adapted to supplying to the control 
unit (10) an acceptance signal (18d) for the engagement of a reverse gear (RL, RH). 

3. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, characterised in that the control unit (10) 
30 comprises means (37) for generating, in the presence of a first input signal (16) indicating a neutral 

condition of the gear change and a second input signal (23) indicating a vehicle speed greater then the 
predetermined threshold value (v 0 ), a control signal (12) for the engagement of the highest gear 
compatible with the normal range of operation of the engine in response to a third input signal (18a) 
corresponding to the manual displacement of the lever into the first (U) or the second (EU) position, a 
35 control signal (12) for the engagement of the lowest gear compatible with the normal range of operation 
of the engine in response to a third input signal (18a) corresponding to the manual displacement of the 
lever (9) into the third position (D), and a control signal (12) for the engagement of the lowest gear 
compatible with the mechanical strength of the engine and the transmission (2) in response to a third 
input signal (18a) corresponding to a manual displacement of the lever (9) into the fourth position (ED). 

40 

4. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, characterised in that the control unit 
comprises means (88, 89, 108, 112) for generating, in the presence of a first input signal (16) indicating 
the engagement of a forward gear and a second input signal (23) indicating a vehicle speed lower than 
the predetermined threshold value (v 0 ), a control signal (12) for the engagement respectively of the first 

45 higher gear, the second higher gear, the first lower gear and the second lower gear in response to a 
third input signal (18a) corresponding to the manual displacement of the lever (9) into the first (U), 
second (EU), third (D) and fourth (ED) positions respectively. 

5. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, characterised in that the control unit (10) 
50 comprises means for generating, in the presence of a first input signal (16) indicating the neutral 

condition or the engagement of a reverse gear and a second input signal (23) indicating a vehicle 
speed lower than the predetermined threshold value (v Q ), a control signal (12) for the engagement of 
the first forward gear in response to a third input signal (18a) corresponding to the manual displace- 
ment of the lever into the first position (U), a control signal (12) for the engagement of an intermediate 
55 starting gear in response to a third input signal (18a) corresponding to the manual displacement of the 
lever (9) into the second position (EU), and a control signal (12) for the engagement of the highest 
starting gear in response to a third input signal (18a) corresponding to the manual displacement of the 
lever (9) into the second position (EU) in combination with a fourth input signal (18b) indicating the 
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actuation of the push-button (F). 

A device as claimed in one of claims 2 to 5, characterised in that the control unit (10) comprises means 
(106, 110) for generating a control signal (12) for the engagement of a first or a second reverse gear 
(RL, RH), in response to the acceptance signal (18d) in combination with a third input signal (18a) 
corresponding to the displacement of the lever (9) into the third (D) and the fourth (ED) positions 
respectively. 

A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, characterised in that the control unit (10) 
comprises processing means (39, 47, 64, 70) adapted to prevent the engagement of a selected gear if 
the angular speed of the engine corresponding to this gear is not within the normal range of operation. 

A device as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, characterised in that the control unit (10) 
comprises processing means (87, 89; 98, 100; 107, 108; 111, 113, 117) for preventing the engagement 
of an inappropriate gear for starting in the presence of a second input signal (23) indicating a vehicle 
speed lower than the predetermined threshold value (v 0 ). 
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